
The year 2020 has seen government, public sector and administrative lawyers at the epicenter of adapting 
and improvising to re-establish stability in unstable times. Attorneys’ knowledge, experience, creativity 
and flexibility have been tested in response to the pandemic, protests and other crises. 

Join those who have been in the midst of these changes as we discuss the constitutional, statutory and 
regulatory law on protests, public meetings, curfews, police responses, privacy rights in a pandemic, 
the exercise of executive authority for public health, declared states of emergency, limits to access and 
“freedom,” and constraints on the public and public employees and officials created by this new normal 
known as virtual or remote meetings.

This CLE is Current Events 101! Or, evolving law.

To find out what we have learned since mid-March 2020 and where the law is likely to be headed, join us
for this exciting day-long program.
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8:55 Welcome and Introductions

9:00 People, Police and Protests 
 Newbold
 Listen to an early-morning overview of the constitutional, 

statutory and regulatory law dealing with protests on 
the street or in public meetings, as well as permissible 
and effective government responses, including curfews, 
permits, and exclusion or removal from meetings.

10:15 Break 

10:25 People, Pandemics and Privacy
 Moore
 Hear a midmorning overview of privacy law during a 

pandemic, including the privacy of individuals versus the 
need for limited disclosures to protect public health and 
balancing and enforcing privacy rights.

11:10 Break

11:20 Pandemics, Panic and Public Health
 Houston and Polk
 This session is an elevenses overview of the state and local 

governments’ legal authority, constraints and enforcement 
in a pandemic. What authority is given to state and local 
health directors; the governor; local government leaders 
and governing boards/councils; the council of state; 
administrative agencies, boards and commissions; and law 
enforcement? What can be done if those with authority 
refuse to exercise it or exercise it improperly?

12:20 Lunch Break

12:50 Public Participation in the People’s Business
 Choi, Gray and Shah-Khan
 Receive an early-afternoon overview of the public 

meetings law during this state of emergency. How 
have law and practice changed regarding conducting, 
attending and participating in public meetings? What are 
the practicalities, challenges, pitfalls and successes with 
telework, technology and social media and complying 

 with the laws? 

1:50 Break

2:00 People, Places and Public Access
 Secor and Sheppard-Anderson
 Hunter and Secor Listen to a midafternoon overview 

of the law regarding public access to public property 
and buildings, the employees working in them, and to 
evacuated or otherwise restricted geographic areas. In 
or out of a state of emergency, when and where can the 
general public, protestors and self-designated “First 
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Amendment Auditors” go or be barred from going? 
What are the limits to the public’s access to government 
property, including government buildings or leased space, 
while still meeting constitutional obligations?

3:00 Break

3:10 Police, Public Records, Privacy and the People’s 
 Right to Know
 Artis and Jones
 Hear a late-afternoon overview of the law regarding law 

enforcement records, including body-camera footage, 
police officer employment records, recent legislation that 
could have shielded autopsy records and much more.

4:10 Adjourn


