
The 25th Annual Elder & Special Needs Law Symposium offers insight from respected elder and special 
needs law practitioners and aging-service professionals from North Carolina. This year’s program includes 
a diverse array of topics for all attorneys, whether new to the practice or a seasoned professional. 

You can expect to: 
• Gain insight into special needs planning issues and hot topics
• Explore issues surrounding NC Medicaid Transformation — where it is and where it is going 
• Learn how to protect clients from the growing sophistication of scammers and those who take 

advantage of vulnerable adults
• Review ethical considerations when working with families pursuing guardianships and as a guardian 

ad litem

Attendees have the option to choose between two program tracks: “Basics,” which is devoted to an 
introductory overview of essential aspects of an elder law practice, or “Advanced,” which discusses issues 
commonly included on the specialization exam. 

North Carolina: 12.50 MCLE Hours
 Includes: 
 1.00 Ethics/Professional Responsibility
 1.00 Technology Training

Qualifies for NC State Bar Elder Law Specialization

Planned by the NCBA Elder & Special Needs Law Section
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Thursday, March 4, 2021  |  7:55 am–5:30 pm

7:55 Welcome and Introductions

8:00 Interpreting and Applying Rule 1.14 in Light 
 of the Paradigm Evolution*
 Manus
 This session explores the paradigm evolution from 

paternalism to respect and self-determination, with 
illustrations from guardianship reform efforts.  Then 
walk through how to apply the new paradigm to 
the interpretation of Rule 1.14, with support from 
Aspirational Standards. 

9:00 Break

9:15 Keynote Address: NC Medicaid Transformation
 Wolfe
 Medicaid Managed Care transformation efforts 

have restarted and changes are set to begin taking 
effect as soon as July 1, 2021. Gain insight into the 
developments of Medicaid transformation, what 
to expect in the coming this year and next and the 
impact impending changes may have on clients’ 
continued access to healthcare. 

10:45 Break

11:00 Technology Hour‡ 
 Koenig
 The 2020 pandemic forced “virtual” on law firms in 

new ways. This presentation reviews some of the 
technological and practice changes we experienced 
and explores aspects of a virtual practice that are 
necessary when working with elder clients. We then 
discuss future trends for post-pandemic operations.

12:00 Lunch Break

TRACK SESSIONS (Please choose the Basics Track or the
Advanced Track for each session.)
12:30 BASICS TRACK: Medicaid Eligibility and Basics 
 of Medicaid Planning
 Brown
 This session provides a broad overview of Medicaid 

benefits, eligibility and planning techniques. Hear 
considerations and strategies for long-term care 
planning.

 ADVANCED TRACK: Advanced Fiduciary 
Representation and Litigation

  Johns 
 Recap the basic foundations of most fiduciary 

representations and litigation. Examine the 
applicable legal ethics, beginning with identifying 
who the client is and moving through the issues of 
the client’s diminished capacity, confidentiality and 
conflicts of interest. Then, discuss the general rules 
of civil procedure, including discovery, presenting 
elements of breach of fiduciary duty and other 
civil wrongs framed in pattern jury instructions, 
addressing the award of attorneys’ fees, and 
concluding with various forms of mediation.

1:30 Break

1:40 BASICS TRACK: An Introduction to
 Special Needs Trusts 
 Wolverton
 In this introductory session, receive a high-level 

overview of first- and third-party special needs trusts 
and review some of the public benefits you need to 
be familiar with in order to serve clients with special 
needs. Then, consider the basic characteristics 
of pooled special needs trusts and what specific 
elements to look for when advising clients as they 
compare providers.

 ADVANCED TRACK: Beyond the Basics of 
 Medicaid Planning 
 Salines-Mondello  
 Take a deep dive into Medicaid planning, including 

understanding asset prevention and how to achieve 
Medicaid eligibility.

3:10 Break

3:20 BASICS TRACK: Case Studies in Asset Protection 
 Potter
 Geared towards providing practical examples of how 

various elder law planning strategies combine to 
create solutions for typical families, this session uses 
case studies to explore asset protection options in 
common client situations. These situations include 
emergency Medicaid planning for an individual in 
need of nursing home care, Medicaid pre-planning 
with an irrevocable trust, and a parent’s pre-mortem 
planning for a child with special needs.



 ADVANCED TRACK: Top 10 Social Security 
Administration and Medicare Questions 

 Coble 
 Explore the top five Medicare questions: How 

and when do you sign up for Medicare? How 
does Medicare work? What costs are involved in 
Medicare? What is the difference between Medicare 
supplements and Medicare Advantage plans? How 
do I choose a Medicare Prescription Plan? Then, walk 
through the top five Social Security Administration 
questions: How much will I receive? When is the 
best time to sign up? Can I receive benefits from my 
spouse and save my own record for more money 
later? Can I work and receive 

 Social Security? Will my benefits be considered 
taxable income?

4:20 Break

4:30 BASICS TRACK: The Guardianship Process From 
Petition to Adjudication

 Garlock
 Gain insight into the guardianship process, starting 

with considerations prior to filing a petition, the type 
of proceeding, jurisdiction and venue, the parties 
involved, and the filings and pleadings. Then, discuss 
the service of process and notice, mediation, and 
what to expect during the proceedings. Wrap up the 
guardianship process with a review of appeals, cost 
and attorneys’ fees. 

 ADVANCED TRACK: Housing Options for Elders 
and Persons With Disabilities

 Liipfert 
 Examine the housing options available to the elderly 

and persons with disabilities, how to access them, 
and how to stay in place. Then, take a look at potential 
resources available to cover care for those with 
disabilities — including Title III of the Older Americans 
Act, Medicaid, wavier programs, long-term care 
insurance and employment — in a home, a home with 
services, a shared home with children or siblings, 
independent living, assisted living, residential care, 
and continuing care retirement communities. Finally, 
consider the emerging technologies that increase the 
odds of independent living, such as smart watches and 
monitoring devices.

5:30 Adjourn

The views and opinions expressed are those of the individuals and do not necessarily represent official policy, position or views of the North Carolina Bar Association.

Friday, March 5, 2021  |  7:55 am–1:00 pm

7:55 Welcome and Introductions

8:00 2020 Legislative Updates
 Lawler
 Dive into key legislative decisions for elder and 
 special needs law practitioners.

9:30 Break

9:40 Special Needs Planning
 Platt
 Analyze the aspects of special needs planning, from 

determining the lifetime funding support needs 
for those with special needs, to transitioning care 
from parents to the next generation of care givers.  
Consider the team that needs to be in place and the 
communication between team members, family 
members and clients. 

10:40 Break

10:50 Elder Fraud and Abuse Updates
 Smith and Wall
 The various components of North Carolina’s elder 

protection system frequently try to find better 
ways to collaborate and develop a stronger, more 
systemic approach to elder protection. One way 
professionals in various disciplines can collaborate 
to address elder abuse is through the formation of 
multidisciplinary teams (MDTs). This session provides 
an introduction to elder abuse MDTs in North 
Carolina and the benefits they can bring. It also 
explores some of the challenges facing teams, such 
as the absence of express statutory authorization and 
complicated confidentiality laws that can impede 
information sharing. Then, receive information about 
the resources available to help participants learn 
more about this work and connect to elder abuse 
MDTs operating across the state.

12:00 Elder Law Specialization Panel
 Brown, McDowell and Rodberg
 How do I become a board-certified specialist? 

What study materials are available? What are the 
benefits? Where do I even start? Becoming a board-
certified specialist through the North Carolina 
State Bar or a Certified Elder Law Attorney (CELA) 
through the National Elder Law Foundation can 
seem like an overwhelming task. This panel of 
board-certified specialists walks through the entire 
process, including requirements, exam preparation, 
recertification requirements, and practical tips and 
tricks for each step of the way.

1:00 Adjourn

*  Indicates portion providing Ethics/Professional Responsibility credit
‡  Indicates portion providing Technology Training credit



Speakers

• Marjorie J. Brown, Elder Law & Estate Planning Solutions of 
the Piedmont, Concord

• Warren W. Coble, Warren Coble & Associates Inc., Asheboro
• Victor C. Garlock, Garlock & McKinney, Black Mountain
• A. Frank Johns Jr., Booth Harrington & Johns of NC PLLC, 

Greensboro
• Douglas E. “Doug” Koenig, Law Offices of Douglas E. Koenig 

PLLC, Durham
• Brian T. Lawler, The Van Winkle Law Firm, Asheville 
• B. Bailey Liipfert III, Liipfert Law Group PLLC, Winston-Salem
• Roger T. Manus, Campbell University School of Law, Raleigh
• Letha S. McDowell, Hook Law Center PC, Kitty Hawk
• Ryan F. Platt, A Special Needs Plan Inc., Charlotte
• John R. Potter, Potter Law Firm, Charlotte
• Kathleen R. Rodberg, McGuire Wood & Bissette PA,  Asheville 
• Lisa Salines-Mondello, Salines-Mondello Law Firm PC, 

Wilmington
• Meredith S. Smith, UNC School of Government, Chapel Hill
• Aimee N. Wall, UNC School of Government, Chapel Hill
• Matthew W. “Matt” Wolfe, Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP, 

Raleigh
• Jim Wolverton, ElderCounsel, Bend, OR

Planners
• Marjorie J. Brown, Elder Law & Estate Planning Solutions 
 of the Piedmont, Concord

• Brian T. Lawler, The Van Winkle Law Firm, Asheville


