
The year 2020 is one to remember and so is this year’s virtually conducted NCBA 2020 Annual Review. 
Receive important case law updates on North Carolina and federal law and the latest information on 
how to keep your skills sharp during a pandemic. 

Topic and practice area updates for this year’s CLE program include:
• Administrative  • Family
• Alternative dispute resolution  • Privacy and cybersecurity
• Appellate practice  • Real property
• Criminal  • Trust accounting
• Education  

Don’t miss out on one of this year’s most comprehensive updates and satisfy all of your NC State Bar 
CLE requirements — all from the comfort of your home or office.  

North Carolina: 12.00 MCLE Hours

Includes
2.50 Ethics/Professional Responsibility
1.00 Substance Abuse/Mental Health
2.00 Technology Training 
1.00 NC Dispute Resolution Commission Continuing Mediator Education 
1.00 Trust Account Management

Planned by the NCBA CLE Department

NCBA 2020 Annual Review

Thursday–Friday, January 14–15, 2021
Rebroadcast



NCBA 2020 Annual Review

Thursday–Friday
January 14–15, 2021

Thursday, January 14, 2021  |  8:55 am–12:30 pm

8:55 Welcome and Introductions

9:00 A Reminder of the North Carolina Law 
 on Scams and Frauds
 Restucha-Klem
 Learn about some of the tools you can utilize to help 

reduce the risk of becoming a victim and what you can 
do to protect your clients, staff, family and friends from 
scams. Also learn what legal tools the North Carolina 
Attorney General’s Office uses to combat unfair and 
deceptive trade practices.

10:00 Break

10:10 Trust Matters*^
 Hodge
 Discuss all aspects of trust account management with 

particular focus on the requirements of Rule 1.15, 
including proper record keeping, fraud and audit.

11:10 Break

11:20 Administrative Law: Case Law Update
 Ferrell
 Hear an update of appellate and other cases related 

to administrative law, licensing boards and state 
government law. 

11:50 Lunch Break

12:20 Mental Health and Well-Being During COVID-19† 

 Moraites
 COVID-19 is placing unprecedented demands and 

challenges on everyone and in a variety of ways. This 
session focuses on the impact COVID-19 has specifically 
had on the mental health and well-being of lawyers. 

 Listen to a brief overview of recent mental health 
and substance use disorder research statistics in the 
context of lawyers (before COVID-19). Also review 
the emotional, physical and behavioral reactions 
experienced as a result of COVID-19, the strategies for 
putting these reactions in perspective, and the tools, 
coping methods and suggestions for how to effectively 
deal with your own reactions as well as the reactions of 
others. 

1:20 Break

1:30 Temporary Emergency Video Notarization Law:
 Where Does NC Go from Here? 
 Stallworth
 Review the provisions in the emergency video 

notarization law that allow notaries to perform 
notarizations over a video conferencing platform. 
Also examine the possibility of having a permanent 
solution for remote notarization and discuss how these 
advances are impacting North Carolina’s business 
communities, and the mortgage industry specifically, 
during the COVID-19 era.

2:30 Break 

2:40 Family Law Update
 Gajewski and Parker
 Engage in a fast-paced overview of last year’s family 

law cases and legislative changes. Topics include 
equitable distribution, child custody and child support, 
spousal support, separation agreements, and more. 

3:40 Break 

3:50 The Intersection of Technology and Ethics*‡

 Reach
 While technology can help law firms with efficiency 

and are instrumental to the modern practice of law, 
the tools of the trade are not without risk. From 
confidentiality concerns to e-discovery blunders 
to marketing mishaps, there are a lot of ethical 
implications for a firm to consider. You don’t need to 
go get a degree in computer science to use technology 
ethically and securely, you just need to first have 
awareness and then take steps to mitigate risk. Many 
technology blunders are the result of end-user error. 
In this session, explore practical ways for lawyers 
to leverage practice tools, apps and software while 
complying with ethical requirements.

4:50 Adjourn for the day



Speakers
• Justice Robin E. Hudson, North Carolina Supreme Court, 

Raleigh

• Christopher L. Burti, Statewide Title Inc., Farmville

• Matthew A. Cordell, VF Corporation, Greensboro

• Kearns Davis, Brooks Pierce McLendon Humphrey & Leonard 
LLP, Greensboro

• David P. Ferrell, Nexsen Pruet LLC, Raleigh

• Chelsea E. Gajewski, Sodoma Law, Charlotte

• Leanor B. Hodge, The North Carolina State Bar, Raleigh

• Elizabeth H. Johnson, Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton LLP, 
Raleigh

• Tara L. Kozlowski, North Carolina Dispute Resolution 
Commission, Raleigh

• Robynn E. Moraites, North Carolina Lawyer Assistance 
Program, Charlotte

• Meredith J. Parker, Charles R. Ullman & Associates PLLC, 
Raleigh

• Jan E. Pritchett, Schlosser & Pritchett, Greensboro

• Catherine S. Reach, North Carolina Bar Association, Cary

• A. Mercedes Restucha-Klem, North Carolina Department of 
Justice, Raleigh

• Brian C. Shaw, Schwartz & Shaw PLLC, Raleigh

• Ozie Stallworth, North Carolina Department of the Secretary 
of State, Raleigh

Friday, January 15, 2021  |  8:55 am–3:40 pm

8:55 Welcome and Introductions

9:00 Case Law Update: Recent Decisions
 in Education Law
 Shaw
 This session provides a survey of significant education 

law decisions in the last 12 to 15 months, in North 
Carolina and throughout the country.  

10:00 Break

10:10 Enhance Your Appellate Practice: View from the 
Supreme Court

 Justice Hudson
 Justice Robin Hudson provides an update on North 

Carolina appellate practice and procedure, from the 
basic to the less obvious. This overview goes from the 
general to the specific and includes practical tips, dos 
and don’ts, and links to numerous helpful resources.

10:40 Break 

10:50 Real Property Update
 Burti
 Receive the latest real property updates to benefit your 

practice by learning about this year’s most recent and 
impacting case law decisions. 

11:50 Lunch Break

12:20 Hindsight Is 2020: A Look Back at the Biggest Events 
in Privacy Law This Year‡

 Cordell and Johnson
 The speakers highlight the most impactful events 

and changes in privacy and data security law for 
2020. Topics include an update on California’s new 
and emerging laws (CCPA and CPRA), data breach 
law modifications, enforcement trends, and new 
challenges to asserting legal privilege in data breach 
response, among other updates.

1:20 Break

1:30 Criminal Law Update
 Davis and Pritchett
 Kearns Davis and Jan Pritchett return to provide this 

year’s criminal law update. In this session, hear key 
recent decisions from the North Carolina Supreme 
Court and North Carolina Court of Appeals. Also, get 
the most recent key decisions from the U.S. Supreme 
Court and U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit.

2:30 Break 

2:40 What Every Attorney Should Know about Mediation 
During COVID-19 *≠

 Kozlowski
 This session covers best practices on how to navigate 
 a case through mediation under the Dispute Resolution 

Commission’s Program Rules and the Standards of 
Conduct during COVID-19. (Session includes 0.50 hours 
ethics.)

3:40 Adjourn

* Indicates portion providing Ethics/Professional Responsibility credit
† Indicates portion providing Substance Abuse/Mental Health credit
‡ Indicates portion providing Technology Training credit
≠  Indicates portion providing NC Dispute Resolution Commission Continuing 

Mediator Education
^ Indicates portion providing Trust Account Management 

The views and opinions expressed are those of the individuals and do not necessarily represent official policy, position or views of the North Carolina Bar Association.


