
The 2020 Basics of Elder and Special Needs Law program offers a foundational knowledge base for building 
an elder and special needs law practice, including practical guidance on the basics of elder and special 
needs planning and Medicaid eligibility. 

Attendees also enjoy the following benefits: 
• Develop cultural competency and awareness of relevant ethical issues when representing a 
 diverse client base
• Hear how to locate and analyze relevant statutes, regulations, rules and resources for public 
 benefits planning
• Learn the basics of guardianship laws and the process of obtaining and administering a guardianship
• Use applicable case studies to help see the bigger picture of how the various facets of elder and special 

needs planning fit together

North Carolina: 7.50 MCLE Hours

Includes 
1.00 Ethics/Professional Responsibility

Qualifies for NC State Bar Elder Law Specialization 

Planned by the NCBA Elder & Special Needs Law Section

2020 Basics of Elder and Special Needs Law

Friday, October 23, 2020   
Live Webcast 



8:15 Welcome and Introductions 
8:20 Ethical Issues Arising in Representation*  
 Miller
 Ethical issues can surprise elder law attorneys at any 

point in the representation. Receive an overview of the 
most common ethical concerns in the practice of elder 
law, including client identification, conflicts of interest, 
and capacity and competency, and ways to resolve 
these issues. 

9:20 Break
9:30 Cultural Competency in Elder and Special 
 Needs Planning
 Brown
 Cross-cultural competency is critically important for 

elder and special needs law attorneys. Gain insight 
into what cultural competence is and its components. 
Examine the American Bar Association and North 
Carolina Rules of Professional Conduct views of cultural 
competence. Discuss five habits for building cross-
cultural competence to provide your clients with the 
best services.

10:30 Break
10:40 Introduction to Medicaid Eligibility and 
 Planning Techniques 
 Lawler
 The presenter provides a ground-level foundation to 

eligibility for Medicaid for individuals and married 
couples, as well as planning strategies for qualifying 
for Medicaid. Explore how to handle specific assets and 
some advanced methods for crisis planning.

12:10 Lunch Break
12:40 Using Trusts in Elder Law: Critical Tax Rules 
 You Must Know
 Mason
 Delve into the basic types of trust and taxation, 

including grantor and non-grantor trusts, and the 
applicable Medicaid rules. Learn how and why trust tax 
rules drive trust design. 

1:40 Break
1:50 FAQs of Elder Law, Locating Resources and Other 

Elder Law Questions You May Be Too Afraid to Ask
 Atherton and Rodberg
 Elder and special needs law is a nuanced and ever-

changing field. Hear how to successfully develop 
solutions for your clients that require not just an 
understanding of the law, but also where to find 
answers. From the mundane to the complex, no 
question is too trivial for this panel of experienced 
attorneys.  
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2:50 Break
3:00 Basics of Guardianship
 Garlock
 Review the duties and responsibilities of guardians, 

including responsibility for the person and property, 
managing the property, North Carolina State Bar 
requirements for attorney guardians, and much more.

4:00 Break
4:10 Putting It All Together: Case Studies in Elder Law 
 and Special Needs Planning
 Potter
 Elder law cases often do not stay in nice, neat boxes. After 

a day of exploring aspects of elder law from ethics to 
Medicaid planning and guardianships to trusts, this final 
session looks at case studies showing how these pieces fit 
together, how they can awkwardly overlap and how they 
sometimes just plain complicate each other.

5:10 Adjourn

* Indicates portion providing Ethics/Professional Responsibility credit


